Surgical treatment of the celiac axis compression syndrome.
Six patients with symptomatic celiac axis compression syndrome are reported on. Four were treated surgically with arterial reconstruction. None of these four patients was benefited more than temporarily by the corrective surgery. One patient had an abdominal exploration and highly selective vagotomy unrelated to the celiac axis and is symptom-free ten months after surgery. One patient had no surgery and remains symptomatic. Angiographic evaluation in all patients demonstrated that despite high grade stenosis of the celiac axis, there was no radiographically discernible reduction in constrast flow to the celiac axis because of well developed collaterals from the superior mesenteric artery. These results indicate that compression of the celiac axis may be merely an incidental angiographic finding, so this syndrome needs cautious evaluation.